ACTIVITIES FOR APRIL

e Chi | d Gaaday at €30 pnsasthe building. All young ladies are welcome. Please bring
a life-like baby doll to practice baby care. See Micah for details.

e Ladi es Médriday AprilBth ay 6iPM at the building. Any questions, see Danalea

e El der s & De aTuesdny April 2hteae6PMhagthe building

e Teacher -SundM@milt7th gt 5PM at the building

e Singing Emphasi sSurldayApsl@th -{LadiesénlCHargenDanaléa @’ Connell
& Megan Jones) ***For those planning to attend, please bring a snack, desert, or drink

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Lubeck Chur ch o-AprilG-& TherseiBe p¥epated thrgivdRaa dnsiwear. Every-
one is invited. See Adam O’Connell for more details.

e Ladi e s — Ray3l-fueedst— Registration forms are due April 7th. All ladies are encour-
aged to come and bring a friend.

e We arein need of greeters for Sunday mornings. There is a sign-up sheet on the back bulletin
board.

UPCOMING GOSPEL MEETINGS: (Please see back bulletin board for more details)

e Salem Church of ©AMprili7-8+SpegkerRipkdihcheMe et n g

e Bel ington Chur ch oAfApriC7H4— Spebker:Bablsy penings Me et n g

e Hillview Terrace Church-Apdll3Chri st Ladies

e Barrackvill e Ch ur—a&dnil2ahSpéalken Betb Gook LREVE by apsil 13Eha y

UPCOMING FRIDAY NIGHT SINGS: (See back bulletin board for full schedule)

e A p r -HarmarHill Church of Christ

e A Dp r _i—bth &Washington Church of Christ
e ADp r i-Sbuthlog8an Church of Christ

e A Dp r i-Slnris2 @urch of Christ

|l nspi
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March 31, 2019

God’s Power. Our Prayers.

Tears streamed down the faces of my three chil-
dren and I had a mounting sensation of being outnum-
bered and trapped. When raising three children ages four
and under crying is just a part of the job. But in this par-
ticular moment I felt overwhelmed. Our infant was cry-
ing because she was trying to fall asleep. Our son was
| sick and felt terrible. And our oldest couldn’t make her
toy do what she wanted it to do. And dad was listening to
| all their cries for help. One-on-one I could have helped
@™ cach of my children with their needs. But with one in my
A - ‘ arms and two at my feet, [ was powerless. And in my
moment of my frailty I thought how powerful God is.

Consider this. When someone can’t sleep, they pray. When someone is sick,
they pray. When someone is frustrated, they pray. God hears the worlds prayers
thousands of people at a time! And He is neither overwhelmed nor unable to help.
In fact, God loves to hear us and help us so much that He asks us to pray without
ceasing! (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Often God is criticized because He doesn’t answer prayers. There are three
raton Da 1}{ “ , , . :
factors to examine when God “doesn’t answer” our prayers. First, are we praying
appropriately? (James 4: 1-4) Second, are we praying according to the will of God?
(1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) Third, are we patiently waiting for the answer?

(Romans 8:28) ...Continued
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...Continued

James (4:1-4) defines inappropriate prayers as asking for the advancement of self to the
detriment of others. James likens selfish this mindset to war, murder, and adultery telling the
brothers that they are making themselves enemies of God by loving the world. Paul states this
type of behavior is carnal (1 Corinthians 3:3) and such a mindset is enmity between man and
God and man is not subject to the law of God (Romans 8:7). Prayer is a part of the law of God.
If one is not subject to the law of God, how is it reasonable that his prayers would be subject to
the law of God?

Perhaps the love of God would have mercy on such prayers? Let us not forget that God
instructed us to pray according to His will. I have no doubt that God hears the prayers of alien
sinners trying desperately to find the Light of the World. (Acts 17:26-27) But Christians who
act worldly and think little of God or their fellow Christians and who do not pray according to
the will of God cannot expect God to provide to them what is by nature ungodly. It is Jesus
how gives us this great example in prayer, “Not My will but Your will be done.”

But what about prayers prayed for godly things? What if they are not answered? God
providentially provides for our physical needs but more so for our spiritual development. What
profit would it be if God granted our earthly petitions without spiritual growth? When it seems
God is not answering our prayers, could it be He has a greater spiritual gift planned for us?
(James 1:17-18) “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are the called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) We might have to be
patient to see God’s good answer. I cannot trust that God is going to give me everything I de-

sire, but I can trust He will give me His best gifts. -Mark Jones

Elders:
Deacons

Raymond Anderson, Lafe Hutcheson & Stan Williams
Gene Wright, Don Riffle, Robbie Nichols, & Robbie Buffington
Minister. Mark Jones
Phone: (304) 8426738

April Card Distributor: Micah Nichols

April Baptismal Garments: Debbie Anderson
March/April Greeters— 31-Need Greeter 7— Need Greeter 14—Need Greeter
21-Natalie & Karen Seyler 28—Need Greeter

Our Record: March 24 April Birthdays & Anniversaries:

Sunday Morning A28ilhRigott 3-Lorna Hutcheson
79 , 1 Brandi Richmond 1 Robbie \Y% A0
Sunday Bible Class ) .
65 Buffington 1 4tan & Linda Williams (A)
Sunday Evening 1 #WayneHartman1 Qlan & Kelly Shreves (A)
47
Wednesday Bible 254,}/I%a%a)r/1 Hutcheson 2 %d & Sharon Loy (A)
54
Contributon (Budget $4,000)
$2,630

Prayers- Those of Our Congregation

Hel en Pot s

eJac ki elnthechaspital

eQur -shus: €D 8y eina a MidaloHisduas ye y

eEddi eReddvergfrom Knee Replacement

eJudy Glavingrsuegery on the 28th Surgery

Prayers- Family & Friends

eMi ke Yost oSt eve Wecbvéringdraomsknee surgery
e E st e r-homebaunds eDave Jones

eMar s h a-Catcer Do | | eBrenda Donnell an

eDan Hatield eFamily of Ma-MyylaypagsedUe b €
eBr andi Garner away on the 16th

eAni t a -Chheer. kasbeen given4-6 months ®Maur i ce Young ( Kibdbnsnaln a
eHar ol d Wil | i armHeartPrBblerasn ' ANeUBSMo t her )

eBecky Briton ePaul a Garner ( Wdlloepletee
eBeth Carder radiation on March 18th. She will begin Chemo-
eKay B imetastatit breast cancer therapy on March 28th to treat the 2nd diagnosis

of lymphoma in her neck/spine

eDel ma Thompson

sEr i n Mtage pHodgkin's Lymphoma. Going
through chemo

(If you have a prayer request or need to put something in the bulletin— Please email or write it down
and give it to Jessica Kerns before Thursday of that week: bgptchurchofchrist@yahoo.com)



